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Daniel Chapter 9 could be the topic of dozens of sermons. Because of time 
constraints (my desire to finish Daniel by Palm Sunday) today will be a brief look at 
Chapter 9 which consists of two broad topics: 1) The nature of Daniel's character 
and his prayer life, and 2) The answer to his prayer which is the revelation of Jesus 
Christ the Messiah - the savior of Israel and the savior of the world. 


This ninth chapter opens with Daniel in deep Bible Study. He relates that he had 
read the prophecies of Jeremiah and Daniel notes that in those prophecies God has 
promised to leave his people in exile for only a 70 year period. (See Jeremiah 20:11- 
12). This knowledge of the Word leads Daniel to go into deep mournful prayer for 
not only his own sins, but the sins of "his people". Daniel is asking God to do what 
God has promised. 


In verse three, Daniel is in sackcloth and ashes. He has fasted before the Lord. 
Daniel's is so moved by his own prayers that God is moved in heaven by Daniel's 
prayer. Principle 1: This reminds us that we shouldn't expect God to hear our 
prayers if they don't even move us. In verses 5 and 6 Daniel gives a confession. 
Principle 2: When we confess our sins to God we admit what we've done and 
we agree with God that what we have done is contrary to His way and His will. 
(1 John 1:9) 


Then Daniel finishes us his prayer in verses 18 and 19. 


18 “O my God, incline Your ear and hear! Open Your eyes and see our desolations and 
the city which is called by Your name; for we are not presenting our supplications 
before You on account of any merits of our own, but on account of Your great 
compassion. 19 “O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and take action! 
For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your city and Your people 
are called by Your name.” 


Now notice what happens. This is probably the fastest answered prayer in history. 


20 Now while I was speaking and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my 
people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God in behalf 
of the holy mountain of my God, 

21 while I was still speaking in prayer, then the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the 
vision previously, came to me in my extreme weariness about the time of the 
evening offering. 


22 He gave me instruction and talked with me and said, “O Daniel, I have now come 
forth to give you insight with understanding. 

23 “At the beginning of your supplications the command was issued, and I have 
come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed; so give heed to the message and 
gain understanding of the vision. 


God is SO MOVED by the righteous Daniel's prayer that he sends Gabriel who taps 
Daniel on the shoulder and he essentially says, "Daniel, God has heard your cry and 
has sent me to you. Daniel, the God of the universe esteems you and thinks highly of 
you. So listen up because He has heard you, and has sent a message to you. Itisa 
message not only about your people, but about the coming Messiah and the end of 
the ages. 


=> Please stand together with me for the reading of God's word. 


24 “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish 
the transgression, to make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring 
in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most 
holy place. 

25 “So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and 
rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty- 
two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress. 


The two scriptures that we have just read introduce four of the most remarkable verses in 
the Bible. They have lead countless Jewish scholars to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. I would like to start off this morning telling you one story of the impact of these 


verses. 


Rabbi Leopold Cohn was born in 1862 and he grew up in 
Eastern Europe. If you've ever seen the movie Fiddler on the 
Roof, Rabbi Cohn could have been one of those Rabbis in 
that movie. 


Leopold Cohn looked at the difficult position of his people. 
He would start his morning devotional each day saying,"I 
believe with a perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah and, 
though He tarry, yet will I wait daily for His coming." 


As the rabbi studied the ninth chapter of Daniel he began to 
piece together that mathematically the coming of the Messiah should have taken place 

approx 400 years after Daniel received the prophecy of the 70 weeks from Gabriel. He 
asked an older rabbi where he could answers and he suggested that he go to New York. 


So off he went to New York. While he was in a hotel there waiting for an assignment at 


a synagogue, he was walking down the sidewalk and he saw a sign in Hebrew that said, 
"Meeting for Jews". The minister was a Jewish Christian. He shared the gospel with 
Rabbi Cohn and he gave him a Hebrew copy of the New Testament. 


His diary says that he ran as fast as he could to his room and, locking the door, he opened 
the book and he couldn't stop reading it. I read from his diary "I began reading at eleven 
o'clock in the morning and continued until one o'clock after midnight. I could not 
understand the entire contents of the book, but I could at least see that the Messiah's name 
was Yeshua, that He was born in Bethlehem of Judah, that He had lived in Jerusalem and 
communicated with my people"........ But, "What if Yeshua and Jesus are the same 
person? How shall I love the ‘hated one’? How shall I defile my lips with the name of 
Jesus, whose followers have tortured and killed my brethren through many generations? 
.... And yet, "If He is the Messiah predicted in the Scriptures, then surely I must love 
Him, and no matter what others have done in His name, I must follow Him." Daniel 
Chapter 9 changed Leopold Cohn forever. 


Before we start, I'd like you to note the outline of this prophecy: 


v. 24 is the entire scope of the prophecy - it is a summary 
v. 25 contains information about the first 69 weeks 

v. 26 Will be about what I will call the "Parenthesis" 

v. 27 The 70th week of Daniel 


Let's now begin to unfold what these verses mean. It will take us two weeks to get 
through this. So we will end on Palm Sunday. 


SYSTEMS OF TIME IN THE PROPHECY 


> Principle 3: OFTEN IN THE BIBLE THE WORD "WEEK" MEANS A UNIT OF 
SEVEN 

“Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the 
transgression" So what is a week? Well, we all know what a week is, but this is not a 
"week" of days like you're thinking of a week. The word used for a week here is 
"Shabuim". This word literally means "sevens". It is saying "seventy sevens" are 
decreed. 


> Principle 4: OFTEN IN THE BIBLE THE NUMBER "7" IS ASSOCIATED WITH 
YEARS Turn to Leviticus 25, verses 3-4 We will see the number 7 associated with 
years and not with days. "3 For six years you shall sow your field, and for six years 
you shall prune your vineyard and gather in its fruits, 4 but in the seventh year there shall 
be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to the Lord. v. 8-9 refer to "seven 
times seven years" being forty-nine years, and these are followed by a fiftieth year 
that is called a jubilee. 


> Principle 5: OFTEN IN THE BIBLE THE TERM "WEEKS" IS ALSO TALKING 
ABOUT ACTUAL YEARS Daniel began this dialogue in his Bible study thinking of 


the number of years that God would leave His people in captivity. He was not 
thinking of days or weeks here. He was thinking of years. Daniel is thinking in terms 
of years. Look at v. 1,2 "He understood the number of years .. prophesied by 
Jeremiah the prophet". 


Mishnah (A secondary teaching): While we're talking about sevens of years, 
Sabbaths of years etc, 2 Chon 36:21 gives us one of the reasons the Jews were taken 
into captivity in the first place. Let me quickly read that passage, 

20 He took into exile in Babylon those who had escaped from the sword, and they became 
servants to him and to his sons until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia, 21 to 
fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its 
Sabbaths. 

The people had not given God what He required. He asked for one year out of every 
seven, so God took it. Principle 6: You better give God what he owns because if you 
don't, He will just take it. And you know what? You won't even know He's taking it. 


The bottom line here is that when Daniel heard "seventy weeks" he thought of years. 
So the prophecy is really 490 years. Seventy weeks are "determined" (Heb. for "cut 
out"), and these are determined for you. 


> Principle 7: WHEN THE BIBLE TALKS ABOUT MONTHS IT OFTEN IS 
TALKING ABOUT TIME PERIODS OF 30 DAYS (Gen Ch 7:11 start and 8:4 then 
end, 7:24 150 days) 


All this time we've been studying about the "time of the gentiles" and now we are 
suddenly looking at a time of the Jews. In your bulletin I've given references in 
Genesis that show the dates that the flood lasted 150 days and that is also referred 
to as five months. Hence a month is 30 days. 


> Principle 8: IN ARAMAIC TIME COUNTING "A TIME" ALSO REFERRED TO A 
"YEAR" (Rev 12:13-14) 


Remember what we saw back in Daniel 7:24-25 "And the Ten horns are ten kings 
and another shall arise...... and they shall be given unto his hand until a time, times, 
and a half a time" (3.1/2 years. This is the Aramaic way to compute time) 

So, I've gone through all of this to show you that we are looking at figurative 
language concerning time in which: Principle 9: A week is the number 7 and it is 
also years. A month is 30 days. A Year is 360 days. A "time" is also a year. 


You need to get this straight or none of this will make sense. 


SUBJECT OF THE PROPHECY 


What is God trying to tell Daniel? (Read now Daniel 9:24 again) This is a prophecy 
concerning the Jewish people. On "thy people and thy holy city". This is amazing 
because Daniel had probably been wondering, "God, how do we fit into all of this?" 


God is telling him how God's plan for the Jews and the Gentiles comes together. 
God lays out for Daniel the future of his whole future plan for Israel. 


God tells Daniel that six Things are going to happen: 
1. Finish the transaction 

2. Make an end of sin 

3. To make atonement for iniquity 

4. To bring in everlasting righteousness 

5. To seal up vision and prophecy 

6. To anoint the most holy place 


God is saying "one of these days Daniel, I'm going to put an end to all this and I'm 
going to anoint the Holy Place and take all the visions and prophecies that you've 
ever heard about my people and you're going to know the subject of it all. 


You know, God's plan for the Jews has never been abated. We've been living in a 
parenthesis. When God's not dealing with them He stops his clock. We are in this 
parenthesis and I will explain that to you in two weeks when we finish this prophecy 
and we finish the Book of Daniel. 


God sent Jesus. Christ came and offered Himself to His people in the Triumphal 
Entry. The disciple John tells us, "He came unto His own and His own received him 
not, but as many as received Him to them gave He the power to become the sons of 
God even to them that believe on His name." Principle 10: God's plan is for you 
and I to be His children by believing in His name. 


We are the parenthesis or the pause in that part "He came unto His own but His own 
received Him not - (STOP) - But as many as received Him gave He the power to 
become the sons of God." That's us. One writer says it's like God's people were 
riding on a train on the journey that God intended for them, and then it stopped, so 
then an express train came through. As a nation, the Jews have been sidelined. 
We're on the Gospel express that is moving on through while the first train waits to 
finish its journey. 


All of the 69 weeks have been fulfilled and then the 70th week of Daniel will be 
ushered in. Please don't feel too lost. It would be easy to breeze through this, but 
for the person who is serious about the Word of God, this is a prophecy that must be 
studied. 


Critics hate the 9th chapter of Daniel saying it is pre-written history. I have told you 
all about "late-dating Daniel". That is "higher criticism" and I don't believe it at all. 


You want to know what I believe? I believe that God predicted the VERY DAY that 
Jesus would walk into Jerusalem presented as the Messiah. That was a Palm Sunday, 
and on Palm Sunday at Union Grove Baptist Church we're going to finish with this 
prophecy. Isn't that odd? It makes me want to say, "How odd of God!" 


Daniel just asked "what is going to happen to the Jews in Babylon" and God told him 
Daniel because of your walk with me and your righteousness, I'm going to tell you 
Daniel what I'm going to do for you and your people and not only that I'm going to 
tell you about the end of it all. 


God gave him abundantly more than he asked for. Has that ever happened to you? 
Have you ever asked God for some little thing and He gave you so much more? On 
Thursday I made a pastoral visit to a man who is in the last days of his life with 
cancer. We talked. He wept. He told me how scared he was. And then the Lord 
gave me this verse. "Eye hath not seen, near hath ear heard, neither has it entered 
into the heart of man what God has planned for those who love Him. " Do you want 
to be on God's team? Do you want to know that God has great things for you? 


Guys this scripture will tell us that Messiah has Come. Jesus has come. The Messiah 
is here. WE are not looking for Him. We are looking for His return. If you don't 
know Him you can meet Him today. 


"And now the prize awaits me--the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who 
eagerly look forward to his appearing." 


Let us be among those that "eagerly look forward to His appearing". (2 Timothy 4:8) 
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